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This year, across the University, there were 1037 applicants for Engineering.  The estimated 

competition for places was approximately 5.5 candidates per place.  All applications were assessed 

independently by tutors from two colleges and graded on their examination performance to date, 

examination predictions and reference.  The grading took the particular academic circumstances of 

individual applicants into account.  The scores from these assessments were combined with the PAT 

scores to create an initial short-list.   

 

465 candidates were shortlisted for interview (approximately 2.45 candidates per place).   

 

The mean application grade for the whole cohort was 7.5.  The average grade for shortlisted candidates 

was 8.2, and 8.4 for candidates who were made an offer. 

 

Performance on the PAT was as follows: 

 

 Mean Standard Deviation 

All applicants 48.9 14.8 

Shortlisted applicants 56.0 13.8 

Applicants made an offer 59.6 12.2 

 

All shortlisted candidates were offered the opportunity to come to Oxford for interviews. In interview 

tutors looked for evidence of: fluency in expressing core knowledge and ideas in physics and 

mathematics; ability to apply existing knowledge methodically to new situations; ability to assimilate 

and apply new concepts; rapidity in thinking and reasoning; commitment to intense and sustained 

learning; interest in and enthusiasm for the engineered world.  

 

The academic record of candidates in serious contention for a place in Engineering would typically 

include: a significant number of A* and A grades at GCSE (or their equivalents) to include 

mathematics and science subjects; predictions of A* or A grades at A-level in Mathematics, Physics 

and at least one other subject, including at least two A*s in Mathematics, Further Mathematics or 

Physics; grade A in Mathematics and Physics at AS if they have been completed.  In the IB: 

predictions of grade 7 in both Higher Level Mathematics and Physics and a prediction of grade 6 or 

higher in the third Higher Level subject in the International Baccalaureate, with a predicted total score 

of at least 40. 

 

Across the University, 203 offers were made.   

 

Mansfield made six offers for 2018 entry, including one open offer.  In addition, one deferred offer 

for 2018 entry was made during the 2016-17 admissions cycle. 

 

The selection criteria for Engineering are published on the web at: 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/selection-criteria. 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/selection-criteria

