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Hello,
 
I’m Sara (she/her) and I am the JCR President, although my tenure is soon
coming to an end. My role means that I work to represent the JCR in all my
meetings (both at Collegiate and University level) and that I address any issues
the JCR may have at the appropriate level. This can be either through direct
representation in meetings or pointing you to the right point of
contact/information/resources. 
 
So, if you ever have an issue to raise or even if you have any suggestions on
things you think work well and how they can be improved please message me
directly or come along to public bench meetings. I am easily accessible through
my email: sara.cepele@mansfield.ox.ac.uk and I’m always happy to meet
with you guys whenever. 

Mansfield is a relatively small College. This, hopefully, is a good thing. It means
there will be rarely a time where you do not recognise a face and so there is a
real community here. Our students get involved in a lot of interesting stuff
across the University, in their hobbies, and in their studies and everyone is
generally really friendly and willing to talk about what they get up to. 

(continues on next page)

Welcome from the JCR President

mailto:sara.cepele@mansfield.ox.ac.uk


The Bench also get involved in big projects on how we can make Mansfield a
place we are proud to represent. The environmental sustainability working
group is a really good way to reflect this sentiment. Members of the JCR have
a lot of opportunity to get involved in these projects and we always look
forward to supporting other projects you guys may wish to bring forwards
whenever you are inspired to. 
 
When working to make sure that your time here is as rewarding as possible,
getting involved in the Bench and meetings is a great way to do this. So
please make sure to hust for roles which interest you. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you all and I will work to make sure we can
have a fun, exciting and rewarding time here at Mansfield. 
 

Sara Cepele
JCR President, Mansfield College

email: sara.cepele@mansfield.ox.ac.uk

mailto:sara.cepele@mansfield.ox.ac.uk


Friday 12 November, 5.30pm

Once, we were told that life after
university would be pretty
straightforward. A degree would lead to
a job and a career, and many (perhaps
most) of our worries would be over. After
two turbulent decades, the 21st century
now provides a different context, and
new questions arise. Journalist and
author Stefan Stern discusses our
brilliant future and what's coming next.

This Week's Talk

Careers - what are they good for? 
The future of work in the 21st century

Sir Joseph Hotung Auditorium Admission Free | All Welcome
Sign up www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/mansfield-college-public-talks

Stefan Stern



Your Junior Deans are inviting you to
enjoy a Welfare Tea in the Crypt this
Wednesday the 10th of November from
4pm. 

Please drop in and feel free to hang out
and have an informal chat about
anything. Talking is always good, and so
are free hot drinks and biscuits! 

You'll be able to see us there from 4pm,
there will be a sign.

We are very much looking forward to
seeing as many of you as possible.



This is a gentle reminder to all staff and students that while
face coverings are no longer mandatory, they do help to
reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. They are
therefore encouraged in some areas such as communal
spaces, larger-in-person teaching settings, libraries and
museums and less well ventilated areas.
 
Staff and students working and studying on-site are
strongly encouraged to take a LFD test twice weekly and
report the results to the Early Alert Service and the NHS.
Tests are available from the Porters’ Lodge or from
government-sponsored scheme including home delivery. 
  
Further details can be found on the symptom-free testing
and face coverings guidance pages of the University
coronavirus website.

 

COVID updates

https://earlyalert.medsci.ox.ac.uk/earlyalert/booking/selfreportlfdresult
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.ox.ac.uk/coronavirus/health/covid-testing/regular-testing
https://www.ox.ac.uk/coronavirus/health/face-coverings


Join us for our next Sunday Recital! 

We will have fantastic performers from Mansfield
playing for your entertainment. There will also be free
snacks and refreshments for after the recital.

The service is free, and all are welcome to come. You
will also have the opportunity to donate to our chosen
charity Solidaritee and buy a t-shirt to support their
cause.

If anyone would like to sign up to perform, they can
register their interest using this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ARNf-
g9LUXRd1EQEKp0tQhgw6pCY5XiS412zVqx3yDQ/vie
wform?edit_requested=true&edit_requested=true

Mansfield College Music Society
Recital

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER AT 16:00
at the Chapel



Mansfieldmas
FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER AT 17:30

at the Chapel



Can We Talk About Race? A Conversation
between Beverly Daniel Tatum and Baroness
Valerie Amos
TUESDAY 16 NOVEMBER, 2-3PM, 
ROTHERMERE AMERICAN INSTITUTE (in-person)

Join us for this conversation between Beverly Daniel Tatum
and Baroness Valerie Amos about Dr Tatum's book, Why Are
All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And
Other Conversations About Race, a perennial bestseller on
the psychology of racism, which has been published in the
UK for the first time this year.

Please register in advance via Eventbrite as we expect this
event to be very popular.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/can-we-talk-about-
race-tickets-199709324967

The Rothermere Institute is right behind Mansfield: you can
reach it by going around the side of the Hands Building and
through the garden, or round by the Mansfield kitchens and
bin store.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/can-we-talk-about-race-tickets-199709324967


Amplifying Voices of Students of Colour (convened by the JCR
and MCR Reps Britney Bioh and Zobia Haq, our Access Officer Sara
Harb and the Principal, Tutor for Racial Inclusion) will be on Tuesday
of 6th week at 6pm. 

This is the opportunity for students of colour to feed back and provide
input into Mansfield’s actions to become a genuinely equitable and
inclusive environment for all students.  Drinks and snacks will be
provided by College.

Look out for more information (including the venue) in next week's
VQ.



The Concept of Liberty: Isaiah Berlin and Charles Taylor

What is freedom? This talk will examine the writings of Isaiah Berlin and Charles Taylor
to indicate how their disagreement over the concept of liberty was not so much
predicated upon an analytic distinction as it was based on different normative priorities
and methodological assumptions. These differences stemmed from their particular
political commitments: although they were both were opposed to Soviet Communism,
Berlin was a Cold War liberal, whilst Taylor was a committed New Left socialist. Berlin
and Taylor’s respective politics were reflected in the methodological approach which
they adopted. Berlin’s emphasis on maximising choice was what prompted him to
divide the history of ideas into two competing ideological camps, while Taylor’s
concern with Marxist alienation led to a hermeneutical approach that emphasised the
significance of self-interpretation. Their divergent interpretations of liberty were thus
rooted in the politics of the method which they respectively employed.

Michael Mahony Graduate Seminar

Thursday | Week 5 | 11.11.2021 
5:30pm: Pre-seminar drinks in the MCR 
6pm: Talks in the auditorium 
7:30pm: MCR/SCR dinner

“Cook up the World like a Good Curry”: Context-
Ethics in Classical Indian Philosophy

Often, where a philosopher like G.E Moore - father of modern philosophical
ethics, might expect someone to speak of being ‘good’, Indian texts have no
word for Goodness. Instead they speak instead of doing something well, and
having overview, self-control, and creative grasp. Why is this? Does Hinduism
have no real ethics? In this talk, we look at a hidden context-ethics in Indian
classical texts. It likens responsible agents to skilful chefs, doctors, artists and
even Gods: in this worldview, a ‘Good’-less ethics rises from our drive to
creatively shape the world.



Grief After Bereavement 
(18 November with Kirsten Smith)

Register here: 
https://talks.ox.ac.uk/talks/id/5e658157-ad0b-
4137-9f96-1aca2516644d/

Mental Wellness webinars 
for staff and students

These practical talks for staff and students aim to increase
understanding of mental health issues, break down myths, and
help promote the mental wellness of ourselves and those
around us. 



Shut up & Focus!

Beforehand: Choose a task to bring to focus on. 
11 am/2pm: Get coffee/tea/cake. 
11.10 pm/ 2.10 pm: Focus! 
12 pm/ 3 pm: Have some free coffee/tea/cake and congratulate
yourself.

Got a difficult task to focus on? 
Can’t get started? 
Can’t stay focused?

In “Shut up and Focus!”, we get together and make a commitment as a
group to focus, studiously, with purpose and without distractions. We are in
it together. It’s a limited time with company, coffee, tea and cake. It’s for
everyone in college – JCR, MCR, staff.

Tuesdays 11-12.30pm and Thursdays 2-3.30pm in Main Building, room 1.

How it works:



Gail Leckie (Philosophy)
gail.leckie@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 
Yashua Bhatti (Theology)
yashua.bhatti@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 
Rachel O'Nunain (English)
rachel.onunain@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 
James Harris (Maths, Physics, Engineering, Materials)
james.harris@chch.ox.ac.uk 
Henry Tann (History) henry.tann@balliol.ox.ac.uk 

One-to-one study skills support for any undergraduate
student of any subject. 
Please contact your subject mentor by email to arrange a
mutually convenient time to meet. 

If your subject is not mentioned, please contact Gail
Leckie, as Tutor for Academic Support, who can signpost
you to a source of support for your subject.

Academic Skills 1-1 Mentoring



Would you like to have the skills and confidence to offer a
helping hand to other students in your department?
Contribute and engage with your student community?
Promote and create welfare and wellbeing spaces in College? 

Training as a Peer Supporter is a great way to develop personal
and social skills that will be useful in all your relationships as well
as making a positive contribution to the welfare support in your
department. The Peer Support Programme offers experiential
training focusing on active listening, assertive communication,
diversity awareness and support skills, self-awareness and self-
care.

Please feel free to email The Peer Support Programme with any
questions you may have at peersupport@admin.ox.ac.uk . 

Find more information at
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/peersupport       

Peer Support

mailto:peersupport@admin.ox.ac.uk
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/peersupport


Walk of the Week

Walking the Canal
Curated by Prof. Stephen Blundell



Saunter down Broad Street into George Street and
keep straight on to Hythe Bridge Street and turn right
just before going over the 1861 Hythe Bridge; you’re
then on the Oxford canal. The name “Hythe" comes
from the Saxon word “hithe” meaning landing place,
and there used to be a wharf here at the end of the
canal, now filled in to make a car park near Nuffield
College. How have the mighty fallen.

You can follow the Oxford canal towpath towards the
North, and if you want, continue for 78 miles through
the Oxfordshire and Warwickshire countryside.
Finished in 1790 (and remember, the railways didn’t
come until the 1840s), the canal was a vital trade
artery between the Midlands and London, because
the canal connected with the Thames at Oxford. As
you head up the towpath, you will see that the canal
initially runs parallel with Castle Mill Stream, a 5.5 km
backwater of the Thames (that we will explore on a
future walk, once things have dried out a bit). You also
start to get great views of Jericho (particularly the
distinctive St Barnabas Church with its Romanesque
basilica), the former industrial parts (now mostly
converted into up-market flats) and then North
Oxford suburbia. Particularly interesting are the rows
of houses that back on to the canal from the other
side of the towpath, some of which allow the owners
to sit in deck chairs and watch the canal traffic go by. 



There are various exit points from where you can leave the canal and
circle back to Mansfield. These include Walton Well Road (just after the
Castle Mill Stream parts company with the canal, though you miss a lot of
interesting bits if you leave this early), Aristotle Lane, Frenchay Road or
Elizabeth Jennings Way. After that, you’ll be committed to much more of
a hike up to Wolvercote where you can exit near First Turn, though then
you have pretty much the whole of the Woodstock Road to traipse back.
But whichever route you choose, you can enjoy the stillness of the canal,
decorated with its canopy of trees, and think back to a quieter, slower
time when parcels were not rushed around in vans by couriers but gently
floated along a network of artificial inland waterways.





Chapel service

Every Wednesday at 18:15pm
at Mansfield College Chapel 

Join chaplain Stephen Hearn and fellow
students and staff at Mansfield for an
evening of prayer and song



MCR - Wine and Cheese Evenings

Every Thursday at 19:30-21:30pm
at MCR Common Room



Per Oxford tradition, Colleges host their Ball every three years. This
year’s theme is “Paradise Lost”, embarking guests on a poetic journey
across Mansfield’s Garden of Eden.  

The Ball will be a black-tie event, with free drinks, food, music and
entertainment across the College’s grounds.  

  
 

Mansfield College Ball 2022
SATURDAY, 5 FEBRUARY 2022 AT 18:00

We will offer non-dining tickets for
£100, as well as dining tickets for £140,
giving you the chance to attend a three-
course dinner with wine (or non-alcoholic
options) in the Mansfield Chapel. Please
let us know when booking your ticket if
you have any dietary requirements or
allergies, regardless of which ticket you
purchase, to make sure that we can
accommodate your needs.  

Book your tickets (subject to availability)
https://bookoxex.com/Go/Mansfield
CollegeBall2022
 

https://bookoxex.com/Go/MansfieldCollegeBall2022?fbclid=IwAR01oTBs3stGp9qydSLKdwbUhtazZblGOsEvA0hmgHBMcOqIr9pDZhDSt18




Language Centre Courses
Reimbursement 

Due to generous funding from a donor, we are able to
reimburse the full cost of courses taken at the University
Language Centre (https://www.lang.ox.ac.uk).  

The language centre offers both
modern languages courses
and courses in academic
English. 
Please note that you may only
claim reimbursement if you
complete the course.  Once you
have finished the course, please
fill out the following form:
Language Course
Reimbursement 2021-22 The
form will close for Michaelmas
Term on Monday 20 December.  
Awards will be paid to battels in
Hilary Terms.



Disability Advisor Service (DAS)

As term begins colleagues may find it helpful to revisit the
University’s Guide for Supporting Disabled Students
(https://academic.admin.ox.ac.uk/supporting-disabled-
students#/)

Students can get in touch with their link Disability Advisor
directly to arrange a meeting and confirm whether they
would prefer to meet online or in-person at 3 Worcester
Street. They’ll also find information on the DAS website to
help make the most of an online DAS appointment.
(https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/disability/contact)

The Michaelmas term Disability Professionals’ Forum will
take place online on Monday 8th November from 10.00am-
11.00am. Please complete this form to register your interest
(https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=G96VzPWXk0-0uv5ouFLPkeZfX7m6MuxEiwlI-
1Ldrz1UQjVMRVJIOTEwMUxQNTExT1VYWFRDODZESC4u&fs
w=0)



Oxford University Counselling Service 
Reducing Digital Distraction (ReDD) Workshops 
with Ulrik Lyngs, Dept of Computer Science 
Selection of dates/times in Michaelmas Term weeks 3, 5 and 6

During Covid, you may have become more dependent on your digital
devices than ever before: to study, to socialise, and to connect to the
outside world. Smartphones, computers and tablets are powerful
tools, but can also be an endless source of distraction that
undermine your capacity to focus and result in long stretches of
unproductive and unrewarding time. 

If so, it may be time to take back control. This workshop can help!
You will be supported to: reflect on your current relationship with
your digital devices; identify the role you want them to play in your
life; and get support to make real, practical changes. This workshop
is relevant for all students, undergraduates and graduates.

To check available dates/times, and to book:
https://calendly.com/ulyngs/redd-workshop



Poetry Workshops

Poetry workshops every Saturday,
between 4pm and 6 pm in MB1,
available to all members of the
college.

Mansfield's writer in residence Kate
Clanchy is also available on Zoom
for Creative Writing drop in - any
kind of Creative Work - every
Thursday afternoon 2- 6pm
starting Thursday, the 14th of
October. Make an appointment by
email on
k.s.clanchy@reading.ac.uk.

Kate Clanchy

mailto:k.s.clanchy@reading.ac.uk
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(Acting) Tutor for Women 
Elizabeth Drummond can be approached by students
with concerns or issues they feel would best be
communicated to a woman tutor.
elizabeth.drummond@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

LGBTQ+ Tutor 
Ros Ballaster may be contacted by email and can meet
by phone or by Microsoft Teams
ros.ballaster@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

Tutor for Racial Inclusion 
Helen Mountfield co-organises the termly forum for
Amplifying Voices of Students of Colour and can be

contacted by email on 
principal@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

 
 

Equality Allies

Tutor for Disabilities 
Andrew Higgins deals with disability related welfare

issues. andrew.higgins@mansfield.ox.ac.uk



offers one to one study skills support 
for any undergraduate of any subject, 
to discuss any concerns you have about 
your academic work broadly construed. 

Email: gail.leckie@mansfield.ox.ac.uk for an
appointment. 

Academic Support Tutor: 
Gail Leckie

Academic Support

provides academic writing support for all students,
undergraduate or postgraduate. One to one sessions

are for 50 minutes and take place online.
 

To book a slot, email
jon.stock@rlfeducation.org.uk.

Royal Literary Fund Fellow:
Jon Stock



Medical Professionals
if you need immediate medical attention CALL 999

University Support
UniversityCounselling Service Email
counselling@admin.ox.ac.uk for an appointment.

NHS 111
If you have an urgent medical problem and you’re not sure what
to do, dial 111 and they can put you in touch with an out-of-hours
GP or mental health nurse.

College GP 
St Clements Surgery, 
39 Temple Street, 
OX4 1JS 
tel: 01865 248 550

Where can I get support?


