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Who was Adam von Trott? 
 

 

Adam von Trott zu Solz was born in 
Potsdam in 1909; he trained as a lawyer 
in Germany and studied at Oxford. He 
travelled widely and made many 
international contacts. He loved his 
country, but hated the Nazis, and with 
other opponents of the regime made 
plans for post-war Europe. A central 
figure in the conspiracy to kill Hitler, was 
put to death in Berlin in 1944. His life 
was shaped by his experience of Oxford, 
and his vision of European co-operation 
and resistance still has resonance for 
today.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Memorial in Mansfield College Chapel 

 

Adam von Trott in Oxford. Circa 1932 

“Adam von Trott deserves to be regarded as one of the most 
symbolic presences in the history of Europe in the last century. 
He immersed himself in the resistance against Nazism in 
Germany, while reaching out to men and women abroad. A 
principled idealist and committed internationalist, he knew the 
terrible cost of maintaining these values in a dangerous world” 
DR ANDREW CHANDLER (University of Chichester) 
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The Adam von Trott Memorial Appeal 
 

The Appeal which organises annual lectures and other events on 
themes relevant to the life and ideas of Adam von Trott, was launched 
at Mansfield College in 2004. It supports German graduate students 
coming to Oxford to study for a Master’s degree.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Imshausen, family home of Adam von Trott; He lived here with his 

parents and siblings from 1919 to 1921 

 

 

“The legacy of our father and his friends can still inspire us when 

we consider the future of Europe today. They reflected and 

planned for the rule of law, self- government, decentralisation, 

minority rights, and policies that provide the space for free and 

responsible citizenship. These are values for which we still have 

to struggle.” 

VERENA ONKEN von TROTT & CLARITA MÜLLER-PLANTENBERG 
(Daughters of Adam von Trott) 
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Why Mansfield College? 
 
Adam was invited to Oxford in 1929 by the then Principal of Mansfield 
College, where he studied Theology and Politics. He wrote that this 
experience helped him to learn what democracy means. As a Rhodes 
Scholar, he returned to Oxford in 1931-33 to study Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics at Balliol College.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mansfield College 

 
Mansfield College 

 
Mansfield College opened in Oxford in 1886 as part of a broader move 
to recognise dissenters’ rights to study in the University of Oxford.  The 
College then catered largely for Congregationalist students, but it 
welcomed those from other denominations too. More broadly, the 
College served as a focal point for dissenters who had long been 
excluded from the religious life of the University.    
 

“Mansfield is proud of our association with Adam von Trott. The 
Memorial Scholarship enables us to support academically 
outstanding scholars and allows us to model international 
cooperation. We are grateful to the Adam von Trott Memorial 
Appeal Fund and the German Foreign Office for supporting this 
scholarship.” 
HELEN MOUNTFIELD QC Principal of Mansfield College  
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 Adam Von Trott Lectures at Oxford 
 

Each year the Committee and Appeal sponsor an annual lecture by a 
distinguished speaker kindly hosted at Mansfield College.  
Please see reports of these lectures and other events at 
www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/alumni/adamvontrott. These outreach 
activities are open to students and the public, and serve to bring Adam 
von Trott’s ideas to a wider audience. 
 

 2004: Professor Timothy Garton Ash: 'Are there moral 
foundations of European power?' 

 2007: Reverend Dr Keith Clements: ‘Echoes from the 
German Resistance’ [Published in Humanitas (Journal of 

the George Bell Institute) Vol 11, No 1, pages 34-55] 

 2008: Professor David Marquand: ‘The Future of 
Europe’ 

 2009: Dr Benigna von Kruesenstjern: ‘Adam von 
Trott and the British’ [Published in Humanitas (Journal 
of the George Bell Institute) Vol 11, No 1, pages 3-16] 

 2010: Professor Sir Ian Kershaw: ‘How Popular Was 
Hitler’s Regime?’ 

 2011: Professor Michael Freeden: 'Supporting a 
State: The Peculiarities of Political Commitment’ 

 2013: Seminar: Britain and Germany in Europe: What Prospects? 

 2014: Professor Martin Conway: 'The Heirs of von 
Trott: Post-War Western Europe’ 

 2015: Professor Margaret MacMillan: 'Varieties of 
Resistance' 

 2016: Dr Peter Ammon: 'Britain and Europe: A 
German Perspective’ 

 2017: Professor Diarmaid MacCulloch: Luther’s Half 
Millennium: Then and Now’ 

 2018: Thomas Oppermann: ‘Germany, Britain, and 
Europe: What Prospects?’ 

David Marquand 

Michael Freeden 

Margaret MacMillan 

http://www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/alumni/adamvontrott
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The Adam von Trott Scholarships 
 

The Scholarship, now awarded annually thanks to extended funding 
support, contributes to Anglo-German understanding by bringing 
young German students to Oxford for two years to study for a Master’s 
degree in Politics or International Relations. Since 2010 it has been 
awarded by Mansfield College, with Oxford University’s Department of 
Politics and International Relations, and the Adam von Trott Memorial 
Appeal Fund. The scholarships are supported jointly through by the 
German Federal Government, the Adam von Trott Memorial Appeal, 
and a fee-waiver from the Department of Politics and International 
Affairs where the scholars are attached, and support from Mansfield 
College.  
 
 

There have been six Scholars to date. 

 2010: Diana Koester 

 2012: Bernhard Clemm 

 2014: David Hagebölling 

 2016: Leonie Janisch 

 2017: Kenneth Stiller 

 2018 : Franziska Brandmann 

 
You can read about some of them in the following pages. 

“The vision of Adam von Trott was of a Europe 
that would be at peace with itself and set a 
good example to the wider world.” 

LORD HANNAY (Former British Ambassador to 
the European Union and United Nations) 
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Adam von Trott Scholars at Mansfield College 
 

David Hagebölling (2014-16)  
David, born in 1992, grew up in Cologne, and – completed 
his German Civilian Service in a church community. After 
completing his studies in international politics and 
economics at the University of Cologne, he studied Sciences 
Po in Nancy, and then the London School of Economics 
specialising in strategic studies, economics and Chinese 

language and civilization. At Oxford, he studied historical and theoretical 
approaches to international relations gaining distinction for his MPhil thesis. 
He rowed for Mansfield and was on the editorial team of a peer-reviewed 
international affairs journal. He went onto a DPhil at St Antony’s College, 
Oxford supported with an Economic and Social Research Council scholarship.  

 

“My generation of Germans has benefitted from a peaceful and 

unified Europe. To receive the scholarship is not only an honour but a 

reminder of our responsibility to preserve the great achievement that 

European cooperation represents” 
 

Leonie Janisch (2016 -18)  
Leonie, born in 1993, grew up near Wiesbaden, spending 

a year in New Zealand during high school. In 2013 she 

began studies focusing on international relations and 

politics and political methodology at the University of 

Mannheim, writing a paper on Adam von Trott’s 

relationship with the UK. At Oxford she obtained an MPhil 

in Political Science specializing in comparative 

government, Leonie explored aspects of reconstruction in post-civil war 

countries, such as regime transition, and constitutional and institutional 

design in new democracies. 
 
 

   “The Scholarship highlights the strength of Anglo-German relations and 

the importance of global exchange in securing peace. In times when 

relations within Europe are under strain, we need mutual understanding 

to build trust among our peoples.” 
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Kenneth Stiller (2017-19)  
Kenneth, born in 1993, grew up in Bremen. After a year 
volunteering, he studied political science and economics 
at the University of Mannheim, including an academic 
exchange to Singapore, focussing on foreign aid 
disbursement policies. After internships with the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe, a consulting 
firm, the German Federal Foreign Office, and UNDP 

volunteering in Madagascar, Argentina, and Ukraine, Kenneth is reading for 
the MPhil in International Relations, focussing particularly on the dynamics of 
international trade and regional integration.  
 

“Adam von Trott will always be remembered as someone who 
considered his duty toward a democratic Germany greater than his 
himself – a man who showed humongous courage in the face of rising 
fascism. To receive a scholarship awarded in his name is an enormous 
privilege for me.” 

 

Franziska Brandmann (2018-20)  
Franziska, born in 1994, grew up in the German Rhineland, 
spending a year abroad in Mexico, and as the 
valedictorian of her class. She studied Political Science and 
Society, as well as Spanish Studies, at the University of 
Bonn, with internships in the German Bundestag, the 
State Parliament of North Rhine-Westphalia, and an 
Argentinian political foundation. She worked on a series 
about the culture of remembrance and spent a productive 
semester at Harvard, before working for the chairman of a German political 
party. At Oxford, Franziska is reading for the MPhil in European Politics and 
Society, with special interest in the development of political parties, and 
party reform.  
 
 
“Adam von Trott will always be remembered as someone who considered 
his duty toward a democratic Germany greater than his himself – a man 
who showed humongous courage in the face of rising fascism. To receive 
a scholarship awarded in his name is an enormous privilege for me.” 
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New Developments 
 
We have now developed closer 
contacts with our friends in 
Germany, and given enthusiastic 
support to a new project to 
commemorate the life of Adam 
von Trott. This project involves 
cooperation between Göttingen 
University (where Adam studied, 
besides Oxford), the Stiftung Adam 
von Trott at Imhausen (his family 
home, now an international 
conference centre) and Oxford 
University. We plan to launch a 
graduate bursary scheme for 
Oxford students to study for a 
month at Göttingen, and vice versa. 
Plans are also under way for an 
annual conference, bringing 
together graduate students from Oxford, Göttingen and other 
universities, to be held in the first place at Imhausen. The idea from 
both sides is to develop a deep academic collaboration linking 
particularly Oxford and Göttingen Universities in the UK and Germany, 
with Mansfield as one hub and Imshausen as another.   

“In these unstable global times, and with a rise in threatening 
nationalist sentiments, not least though Brexit, we all need to 
come out and defend our cherished liberal order and international 
friendships.  This is what Adam von Trott set out to do. We seek to 
follow his example, to promote reconciliation, understanding and 
co-operation, with our focus being relations between Britain and 
Germany. “ 
DR PAUL FLATHER, Fellow, Mansfield College, and Former Secretary-
General of the Europaeum (2000-17) 

The Bonavero Institute of Human Rights, 
Mansfield College 
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How You Can Support Us 
 

To realise our aims as outlined in this leaflet, for another five years we 
need to raise a minimum of £30,000. To secure them on a permanent 
basis by creating an endowment fund, we need to raise at least 
£180,000. 
Please make a gift to the Appeal - any amount will be most welcome. 

Please also consider giving by means of a legacy in your will.  

Our aims are to: 

 maintain the Adam von Trott Scholarship on a sustainable basis 
 

 develop contacts with a wider audience, including counterpart 
organisations in Germany such as the Adam von Trott 
Foundation and the University of Göttingen 

 
 
Since the academic year 2016/2017 the German Foreign Office, of 
which Adam von Trott was a member, has been contributing 
substantially towards the Adam von Trott Memorial Scholarship, 
committed to strengthen British-German understanding and 
friendship, to increase and intensify the links between Oxford and 
German partners and foster the memory of Adam von Trott as an 
outstanding individual and promote his legacy in the context of 
international understanding. 

 

“The work of the Adam von Trott Memorial Appeal is not only 
testimony to the spirit and legacy of Adam von Trott as an 
exemplary diplomat and fighter for freedom and peace. It also 
reminds us of Adam von Trott’s truly European vision, which will 
hopefully live on in the younger generation of scholars and in the 
close relationship between Germany and Britain.” 
HIS EXCELLENCY DR PETER WITTIG 
German Ambassador to the Court of St. James 
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Oxford Adam von Trott Memorial Committee 

 
Patrons: 
 His Excellency Dr Peter Wittig, German Ambassador to the 

United Kingdom  

 Helen Mountfield QC, The Principal of Mansfield College 

 The Revd Dr Paul Oestreicher  

 Dr Levin von Trott zu Solz 

 
Members of Committee: 

 

 Paul Flather (Chair)  

 Jonathan Scheele (Treasurer)  

 Graham Avery  

 Geoffrey Beck 

 Martin Conway 

 Allan Dodd  

 Keith Jenkins  

 Racha Kirakosian  

 Hartmut Mayer  

 Albrecht von Moltke  

 Donald Norwood  

 Joel Rasmussen  

 Tony Tucker  

Adam Von Trott Scholars are invited to attend meetings of the 
Committee.  The Committee acts on a voluntary basis, and its work is 
unpaid. Support for its activities is provided by Mansfield College.  
 
Dr Elaine Kaye, the Reverend Geoffrey 
Beck, and the Reverend Tony Tucker, who 
helped to found the Memorial Appeal, 
have each received the Cross of the Order 
of Merit of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The honour was given in 
recognition of their contribution ‘to 
remembrance and education, to 
reconciliation, and to understanding 
between Britain and Germany’  

Pictured (left to right): Rev Tony Tucker, Baroness Helena 
Kennedy (former Principal, Mansfield College), and former 
German Ambassador, Dr Peter Ammon (November 2017)                                                                               
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For more information, please see: 
www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/alumni/adamvontrott, or,  
E-mail us at avt.oxford@gmail.com, or, write to us at  

  the Adam von Trott   Committee c/o the Development 
    Office, Mansfield College, Oxford OX1 3TF 

 

Adam von Trott zu Solz (1909-1944) 

mailto:avt.oxford@gmail.com

