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Welcome from the MCR President 

Hello Mansfield!

I am Amir, your MCR president for the ongoing academic year. As the
president of such a rich and vibrant community of students, I will make every
effort to represent you to the college and make your studies at Mansfield as
memorable as possible. Everyone on the current MCR bench has worked
very hard to organize different events for you throughout Michaelmas term.
Please make sure to attend as many events as possible and enjoy them! 

 Additionally, we are currently in the process
of elections for open positions within the
MCR bench. Please consider nominating
yourself if you have the time. Being part of
the MCR bench is an unforgettable and
exciting experience. Finally, please feel free
to contact me at any time in case you had
any questions or concerns. I will make sure
that your concern is given my fullest
attention. I look forward to a great
academic year ahead of us!
 

Amirmohammad Farzaneh (he/him) 
MCR President, Mansfield College

email: mcrpresident@mansfield.ox.ac.uk



This Week's Talk

Introducing our new fellow Professor Tarunabh Khaitan who
will be giving a talk on

The history and development of 
race equality law in the UK

Professor Khaitan, Research Director of the
Bonavero Institute of Human Rights (BIHR)
and Governing Body Fellow of Mansfield
College, will trace the history of the
development of antiracism laws in the UK.
He will focus not just on the law’s
(admittedly many) failings, but on its
promise and possibilities. 

This Black History Month Lecture is being
held in conjunction with the BIHR.

Sir Joseph Hotung
Auditorium Admission
Free | All Welcome

Sir Joseph Hotung Auditorium Admission Free | All Welcome
Sign up www.mansfield.ox.ac.uk/mansfield-college-public-talks



A message from the Principal

Are you interested in human rights? 
Ideas and events – 21 October 2021

We are lucky at Mansfield to live and work in a College with a strong
human rights tradition and ethos.   We were founded by non-conformists
in the nineteenth century (so you no longer had to be a member of the
Church of England to study at Oxford) and our whole ethos is to
promote equal dignity and respect for everyone in our community.   
 Since 2018, we have been the home of the Bonavero Institute of Human
Rights, which is the world’s leading academic human rights institute. Its
director, Professor Kate O’Regan (who is a Mansfield Fellow) was a
Judge of the first post-apartheid Constitutional Court of South Africa
and is a world-famous jurist.
 
I have been a barrister specialising in human rights and equality law for
30 years, so students – not just law students - often ask me what they
can do if they want to explore a career in human rights.

Here are some suggestions.

(continues on next page)



There is a new student-led Oxford Human Rights Society whose
president is Danny Holroyde at Trinity College
(danny.holroyde@trinity.ox.uk).  N On Thursday 21 October 2021, they
are holding an event in Seminar Room West at 4.30pm about
careers in human rights law, at which I am speaking.
Immediately after that, at 5.30pm the Bonavero Institute is holding a  
Virtual Human Rights Fair, highlighting various human rights
initiatives at Oxford.
Sign up to the Bonavero Institute’s weekly mailing list: there are lots
of great online and in person non-credit courses an d events, right
on your doorstep.
Get involved in Mansfield as a College of Sanctuary (read more
details elsewhere).

Here are some suggestions.
1.

2.

3.

4.

 
And I’m always happy to offer ideas and suggestions – catch me after
one of the Friday talks, or around the Real Quad.

Helen Mountfield QC (she/her)
Principal

mailto:danny.holroyde@trinity.ox.uk
https://law.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87e141e1d74610410c923bd24&id=5066de1d04&e=815e47b9f9


Undergraduate Financial Support

A reminder for undergraduate students that there are university and
college funds available for those who find they need additional
financial support.    We consider applications for support every term (or
in an emergency).  Helen Lacey, our Acting Senior Tutor, sent out a clear
email explaining the various kinds of support you can apply for on 15
October 2021. It’s worth saving.

If you want to apply for financial support, please complete this form by
Monday 1 November (Week 4), 12 noon

(https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=G96VzPWXk0-
0uv5ouFLPkS31JXRsLj9IvSCjR4cMIi1UNFdTN0QyN0U2MTVTM1hENUZ
MSTJTVEY2MC4u&fsw=0)

Please note that if you want to apply for money from the Oxford
University Hardship Fund it has an earlier deadline of 29 October 2021.   
If you want help in applying for support from this fund, you should
contact Helen Lacey – using the Undergraduate Financial Support Fund
form as soon as possible. 



Postgraduate Financial Support

The Oxford Hardship Fund can make grants of up to £6000.  It is open to all
graduate students who are struggling financially, but overseas students must
apply by the University deadline of 20 October 2021. Details can be found at
https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/fees-funding/assistance/hardship/ohf 
The Covid Assistance Fund is the best source of support for pandemic-related
hardship. It is also open to all graduate students and can offer awards of up
to £5000.  Details can be found at https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/fees-
funding/assistance-fund
Mansfield’s Postgraduate Financial Support Fund can provide up to £200 for
study-related expenses like books or conference registration costs, or travel
for enrichment purposes.

It can be difficult to make ends meet as a postgrad.  Mansfield and the University
have various funds you can apply for.
 

 
To apply for help from any of them, please fill in the online Postgraduate
Financial Support Fund form
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G96VzPWXk0-
0uv5ouFLPkS31JXRsLj9IvSCjR4cMIi1UOERBWUlSQ1dETFRNRlJKMzI5WVlLUk8z
Ni4u&fsw=0

We consider applications for support termly, and the deadline for this term
is noon on 1 November 2021. We will review your application and advise
you on the best source of support to apply for. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=G96VzPWXk0-0uv5ouFLPkS31JXRsLj9IvSCjR4cMIi1UOERBWUlSQ1dETFRNRlJKMzI5WVlLUk8zNi4u


Language Centre Courses
Reimbursement 

Due to generous funding from a donor, we are able to
reimburse the full cost of courses taken at the University
Language Centre (https://www.lang.ox.ac.uk).  

The language centre offers both
modern languages courses
and courses in academic
English. 
Please note that you may only
claim reimbursement if you
complete the course.  Once you
have finished the course, please
fill out the following form:
Language Course
Reimbursement 2021-22 The
form will close for Michaelmas
Term on Monday 20 December.  
Awards will be paid to battels in
Hilary Terms.



Disability Advisor Service (DAS)

As term begins colleagues may find it helpful to revisit the
University’s Guide for Supporting Disabled Students
(https://academic.admin.ox.ac.uk/supporting-disabled-
students#/)

Students can get in touch with their link Disability Advisor
directly to arrange a meeting and confirm whether they
would prefer to meet online or in-person at 3 Worcester
Street. They’ll also find information on the DAS website to
help make the most of an online DAS appointment.
(https://www.ox.ac.uk/students/welfare/disability/contact)

The Michaelmas term Disability Professionals’ Forum will
take place online on Monday 8th November from 10.00am-
11.00am. Please complete this form to register your interest
(https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=G96VzPWXk0-0uv5ouFLPkeZfX7m6MuxEiwlI-
1Ldrz1UQjVMRVJIOTEwMUxQNTExT1VYWFRDODZESC4u&fs
w=0)



Every College in Oxford is linked to certain regions within the UK,
and our link regions are where we do the majority of our outreach
work. Mansfield regions are Bexley, Bromley, Croydon, Greenwich,
York, Doncaster, Hull and East Riding. Mansfield has two staff
members who run outreach for the college: Registrar and Director of
Admissions (Helen Brooks) and the Access Officer (Sara Harb).

Access at Mansfield 

Sara Harb
Student Access Officer

Helen Brooks
Registrar / Director of
Admissions



Your main responsibility as a Student
Ambassador is involvement with schools
visit to Mansfield or largescale events out
in schools such as our annual
Application Conferences.  

Become a 
Mansfield Student Ambassador 

These visits usually involve a presentation explaining what Oxford is, a
Q&A, tour, (free!) lunch and sometimes an academic taster session (2nd
years and above). 

The main elements in which you will be involved are Q&A sessions, tours
of college, chatting to candidates informally over lunch and running the
academic sessions. Open Days Each year the College holds three Open
Days – two in June/July and one in September, which involve both
planned activities (talks, lunch) and drop-in sessions. Student
Ambassadors are on hand to give tours, answer questions, help with
logistics, and provide support for tutors during the admissions talk and
subject sessions. The position is a paid one, and priority will be given to
those who have helped with access events during the year. (Free t-shirt
and doughnuts guaranteed, but ice creams are weather permitting).

 
(continues on next page)



Thursday 12 November, 10.30am - 12pm 
Thursday 12 November, 2.30pm - 4pm 
Tuesday 17 November, 11.30am - 1pm 
Tuesday 17 November, 4.30pm - 6pm 
Friday 20 November, 3.30pm - 5pm 

Interviews 
We also recruit students to help out with the interview period in early
December. The role involves looking after candidates and helping with
logistics. These are paid positions available from 2nd year, and priority is
given to Ambassadors who have helped with access work.

Training
You must attend the full training session if you would like to be an
ambassador. It will cover what the role involves, why we do access, and
safeguarding/child protection. 

We are offering five sessions: 

If you cannot make either session, we aim to run another session later in the
year. You may also be able to train at another College, so please get in touch!

Sign up link: https://bit.ly/38bYcyz

If you have any questions, please contact
access.officer@mansfield.ox.ac.uk or connect on Instagram
@mansfieldaccess



Registration is now open for two webinars from the Department of
Experimental Psychology, which may be of interest. These practical
talks for staff and students aim to increase understanding of mental
health issues, break down myths, and help promote the mental
wellness of ourselves and those around us. 

Mental Wellness webinars 
for staff and students

Overcoming Social Anxiety 
(21 October with David M Clark)

Register here: 
https://talks.ox.ac.uk/talks/id/5a2fdef4-58ff-
4698-8297-ba81bcfe7d5a/

Grief After Bereavement 
(18 November with Kirsten Smith)

Register here: 
https://talks.ox.ac.uk/talks/id/5e658157-ad0b-
4137-9f96-1aca2516644d/

https://talks.ox.ac.uk/talks/id/5a2fdef4-58ff-4698-8297-ba81bcfe7d5a/


Important Reminders

Please note Mansfield's Governing Body
has approved a change to the face covering
policy in the College Library. Face
Coverings are now REQUIRED at all times
in the Library (unless you are exempt).
Thank you for your cooperation to make
the Library a safe place for everyone.

Best wishes,
Sally, Clare, and Anna (College Librarians)

Poetry workshops every Saturday, between 4pm and
6 pm in MB1, available to all members of the college.

Mansfield's writer in residence Kate Clanchy is also
available on Zoom for Creative Writing drop in - any
kind of Creative Work - every Thursday afternoon 2-
6pm starting Thursday, the 14th of October. Make an
appointment by email on k.s.clanchy@reading.ac.uk.

mailto:k.s.clanchy@reading.ac.uk


Refugee Week of Action

Beginning on Monday 18th October and culminating in the visit of Good
Chance Theatre's The Walk to Oxford on 26th October, Asylum Welcome are
organising, as part of the Together with Refugees coalition, a young
people's week of action in support of refugees. This week focusses on a
range of youth and student groups who are doing great work to raise
awareness and funds for refugees and asylum seekers, and explores how
more students and young people can get involved in supporting refugees in
our local area. As a College of Sanctuary, we would like to extend this
invitation to you.

For event info, please follow this link
https://www.walkwithamal.org/events/amal-meets-alice/
and also consider taking the following actions:

1) Display one of our 'I Stand with Refugees' stickers in
a prominent place within the college. These can be
found at the Porter's lodge.

2) Add an orange heart to your social media profile for
the week to show solidarity with refugees.

 
(continues on next page) 



3) Please consider donating
to Asylum Welcome or
checking out our Amazon
Wishlist. You may have
phones, laptops and other
tech equipment, or bikes to
donate.

4) Fill out a postcard
with a message of
solidarity. Contact the
lodge or your JCR/MCR
presidents for more
information.

5) Join Oxford University's
Student Action for Refugees
(STAR) Group. Sign-up here
(https://star-
network.org.uk/)



Students of Colour Group

6-week group starting Monday 25th October by the University Counselling
Service

From its inception in Hilary term 2020, this group has proved to be a safe and
brave place of refuge for students of colour at Oxford to share and explore
their unique experiences.

Recognising some of the academic and social challenges faced by students of
colour, this group has been created where your whole self is invited and
welcomed. Any issue can be explored in this confidential and supportive
group setting, which may include academic pressure, racism, relationship
problems, and so on. Attending this group will provide opportunities to learn
from and develop with your peers.

The group will meet remotely on Zoom for six sessions on Mondays 5-6.30pm
starting 25th October to 29th November 2021 (Weeks 3 to 8).
Graduate and undergraduate students of colour are welcome and will need
to commit to attending all sessions. The group will be facilitated by two
members of staff from the counselling service who are also persons of colour.

If you would like to explore attending this group, please email
counselling@admin.ox.ac.uk for a self-referral form and any questions you
may have about this group. We look forward to meeting you!
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(Acting) Tutor for Women 
Elizabeth Drummond can be approached by students
with concerns or issues they feel would best be
communicated to a woman tutor.
elizabeth.drummond@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

LGBTQ+ Tutor 
Ros Ballaster may be contacted by email and can meet
by phone or by Microsoft Teams
ros.ballaster@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

Tutor for Racial Inclusion 
Helen Mountfield co-organises the termly forum for
Amplifying Voices of Students of Colour and can be

contacted by email on 
principal@mansfield.ox.ac.uk 

 
 

Equality Allies

Tutor for Disabilities 
Andrew Higgins deals with disability related welfare

issues. andrew.higgins@mansfield.ox.ac.uk



Academic Support

offers one to one study skills support 
for any undergraduate of any subject, 
to discuss any concerns you have about 
your academic work broadly construed. 

Email: gail.leckie@mansfield.ox.ac.uk for an
appointment. 

Academic Support Tutor: 
Gail Leckie

provides academic writing support for all students,
undergraduate or postgraduate. One to one sessions

are for 50 minutes and take place online.
 

To book a slot, email
jon.stock@rlfeducation.org.uk.

Royal Literary Fund Fellow:
Jon Stock



Oxford University Counselling Service 
Reducing Digital Distraction (ReDD) Workshops 
with Ulrik Lyngs, Dept of Computer Science 
Selection of dates/times in Michaelmas Term weeks 3, 5 and 6

During Covid, you may have become more dependent on your digital
devices than ever before: to study, to socialise, and to connect to the
outside world. Smartphones, computers and tablets are powerful
tools, but can also be an endless source of distraction that
undermine your capacity to focus and result in long stretches of
unproductive and unrewarding time. 

If so, it may be time to take back control. This workshop can help!
You will be supported to: reflect on your current relationship with
your digital devices; identify the role you want them to play in your
life; and get support to make real, practical changes. This workshop
is relevant for all students, undergraduates and graduates.

To check available dates/times, and to book:
https://calendly.com/ulyngs/redd-workshop



Chapel service

Every Wednesday at 18:30pm
at Mansfield College Chapel 

Join chaplain Stephen Hearn and fellow
students and staff at Mansfield for an
evening of prayer and song



MCR - Wine and Cheese Evenings

Every Thursday at 19:30-21:30pm
at MCR Common Room



Medical Professionals
if you need immediate medical attention CALL 999

University Support
UniversityCounselling Service Email
counselling@admin.ox.ac.uk for an appointment.

NHS 111
If you have an urgent medical problem and you’re not sure what
to do, dial 111 and they can put you in touch with an out-of-hours
GP or mental health nurse.

College GP 
St Clements Surgery, 
39 Temple Street, 
OX4 1JS 
tel: 01865 248 550

Where can I get support?


